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Carbon Offsetting

Ibex Earth has developed this guide to carbon offsettngelp promote the
60 0Our \Warrl dC:rcampaiga, @vhich looks to purchase 100,000 acres of
rainforest for the international conservation charity torld Land Trust by
31" December 2015t hi s i s an area 120 ti mes

Park and to hit this ambitious target lbex Earth will be looking to raise
£5million over the course of five years.

For more information visitvww.ibexearth.com

ibexea@
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Carbon offsetting involves making a payment to arganisation to
neutralise the impact of youmm activities upon the climate. Simply put,
when you opt to buy a carbon offset you are compensating for your own
carbon emissions by paying someone else to reduce theirs by the same
amount.

Since greenhouse gases have a longspen and tend to mix evly in the
at mospher e, the result I's effectivel
against your ownemissionhence t he phrase 6going

In recent years the carbon offsetting sector has ballooned in size and the
number of charities, nidor-profit organisationsand businesses offering
carbon offsets continues to grow. This can lead to a great deal of confusion
due to theoften contradictory information available on the subject.

The remainder of this guide is designed to provide you \aitlquick
overview on the carbon offsetting industry to put you in the best position to
choose the carbon offset scheme that is right for you.




In 2006, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace and the WWF put gaina
statement about carbon offsetting that read:

fAWe would encourage individuals, businesses and governments
first do all they can to cut down or avoid emissions of greenhou:
gases beforeconsder i ng t he purchase o

The reason for this statememcasywag t ha
oub i n that it allows an individual
problem of rising carbon emissions, insteadtaking the essential step of
changing theibehaviourto reduce their carbon emissions in the first place.

Therefore, offsets should only be considered once you have taken the
positive step of reducing your own carbon footprint as much as possible. For
exanple, mplementingenergy saving or efficiency measures in the home or
through conducting a carbon audit on your busiiebsth of which often

have the added bonus of reducing your heating and electricity bills.

Onceyour carbon emissions have been regll you can then opt to offset
those emissions that are unavoidable, such as heating your home, electricity
for a business or a long haul flight. The important point to be made is that
you should always look to firstly avoid carbon emissions when posaifke,

then reduce your emissions whenever you can and finally offset the
emissions that you cannot avoid or reduce.

[XOffsets should only b
considered once you
have taken the positiv
step of reducing your
own carbon footprintgy

C



Whether you want to offset the carbon footprint associated with a single long
haul flight, your yearly causage or a one off event, the process is exactly the
same. First, you visit the website of an offsetting organisation and use their
carbon calculators to work out the emissions related to the activity that you
want to offset. This will be translated inéofee that you will need to pay the
organisation in order to offset your carbon emissibnsnce paid you have
offset your carbon!

It really is that simple.

Carbon offsetting schemes usually occur in a developing country leetteaiss
where the most scope lies to make a difference.

There are two main types of offsetting schemes available:

Some offset schemes focus on reducing future emissions, for example, by
distributing energy efficient light biog in India or by funding a hospital in
Indonesia to switch from using kerosene to solar panels for its lighting needs.
This allows developing countries to implement the latest, cleanest and most
environmentallyfriendly technologies and bypass the heasiubion stage that

goes hand in hand with rapiddustrialisation(which theindustrialisednations

of the world have already been through).

The other form of offset scheme is based on looking to remove cartxidedi
emissions directly from the atmosphere and this is achieved by planting trees to
soak up and store the carbon. It is not an instant offset because the figures are
based upon how much carbon a tree will store during its lifetime, and this can
take upto twenty years to reach that figure.

Avoided deforestation projects are also an effective way to deliver offsets. This
involves the protection of forest that would otherwise be cut down and burnt,
therefore preventing the carbon stored within trees fromterimg the
atmosphere. Twenty per cent of global carbon dioxide emissions are associated
with deforestation, that s more than
boats added together.



To take the above ¢itism into account it is best to follow these three quick
steps before you opt to offset your carbon footprint and ensure that your offset
makes a difference to the fight against climate change:

Step 1:Calculate your emissions to st Step 3: Once you have taken all tf

how much CQ you are steps you can to reduce yo
contributing as a result of you carbon emissionsoffset those
daily activitiesi you now have that areunavoidablé

your carbon footprint and ¢
figure that you can now aim t
reduce.

NB: A quick internet search gives yc
all the information you need, bt
if you are a business then simg

fill I n t he W
free Carbon Audit, which i
foundby visiting:

www.carbonbalanced.org

Step 2:Reduce your carbon emissiol
before you offset. The best way
tackle climate change is to sto
or reduce your carbon emissiot
in the first place.Have a look
through | bex E
tips on how you can reduce yo
carbon emissions.

By encouraging people and businesses to fotluese three steps it can lead to
the behaviouralchanges that are necessary to make a big difference in carbon
emission reductions and improving the quabf life for the people and the
environment in areas where the offsetting projects are established.

Offsetting is by no means the cure for climate change, but the very act of people
looking to offset their own carbon emissions may make individuals and
businesses more conscious of the issues surrounding your own carbon footprint.


http://www.carbonbalanced.org/

Typer bbocnra of fsettingbé into any internet
thousands of potential websites where you can purchase your offset. The
offsetting industry has grown substantially in recent years and with little or no
regulation to assess the workaarbon offsetting companies it is essential that

you choose the rigldrganisation

By investing in high quality offsets from reputable and well known
organisationg/ou will ensure that your money is put to the best possible use.
One of the key issuess itransparency and just how much information an
organisationis prepared to give you about their offset project, such as how
much of your money goes directly to the offset project and how much
experience does tharganisationhave in working with the locgbartners who
manage the day to day running of the scheme.

For further assistance in choosing the right offset for you keep an eye out for
projects that include either the Gold or CCBA Standard, both of which are
discussed below.

The Gold Standard

If you opt to ofset via reducing future emissions look out for the

Gold Standard (www.cdmgoldstandard.org), an international nol .“.

profit organization based in Switzerland, operating an independ:

certification scheme for Gold Standard carbon credits. The Gold

St a n dreputatiéndor excellence relates to its focus on . . The G0|d Standard
sustainable development, conservative calculations, additionalit

and environmental rigour. Encouraging the shift to a renewable “ Prem\um qua\lty Carbon CredITS

energy economy, The Gold Standard caters exclusively to energ
efficiency andenewable energy projects with the view to
stimulating a fundamental change in our ldgagn relationship to
fossil fuel consumption.

The Climate, Community & Biodiversity

Standard:
The Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance is a
partnership betwen leading companies, nongovernmental
organisations and research institutes seeking to promote and
develop integrated standards to land management across the
world. The CCB Standards evaluate land based carbon
mitigation projects in the early stages of éepment to ensure
The Climate, Community & Biodiversity Alliance best practice and multipleenefit approaches are established
from the outset. In turn this allows projects to not only addres!
climate change, but also support local communities and cons
biodiversity. So if you are looking to offsetrough reforestation
or avoided deforestation projects make sure your project is ru
in accordance with the CCB Standar@swvw.climate
standards.org



| bex Eart h endor ses the Worl d Land T
which offers both individuals and businesses a means to offset their carbon
emi ssions and conserve S 0me of t he w
habitats in the process. The World Land Trust ensures that all of its projects are
transparent and certifiable under the Climate, Community and Biodiversity
Standard.

All Carbon Balanced projects are designed and managedimduachd with
nongovernmental organisations local to the offset project. This allows
additional benefits to be considered for each project, such as biodiversity,
ecological restoration, sustainable development and benefits to the local
communities.

As a result Carbon Balanced offsegfiprojects offer so much more than purely
planting trees and are delivered through a combination of the following
methods:

1. Reforestationi native tree
planting on cleared land.

2. Assisted Natural Regeneration
- encoulging natural succession
cleared land through protection ar
enrichment planting.

3. Rehabilitation of Degraded
Forest i protecting degraded fores
from further damage to encourag
growth.

4. Avoided Deforestation-
Protecting standing forest unde
imminent threat of clearance




The majority of theWo r | d L a nGarboh
Balanced restoration projects gveesently located
in Ecuador and are managed by Fundac
Jocotoco, wh o ar e t h
Ecuadorian partners. The reserves are located o
slopes of the Andes, which is a biologically divel
region consisting of upper montane fore
temper#e zone forest and low altitude cloud foreg

a n d i

The projects are not only designed to
sequestor carbon but also seek to ensure

the conservation and extension of the
habitat of many endangered species, e.g.

the Spectacled Bear and Puma. The
projects also énefit ther e ser vedos |
communitiesthrough the conservation of

clean water supplies and provides an
additional source of income for the rural
areas.

If you want to offset your own personal emissitimsn please visit the @vid

Land Trustds Car bwww.cBmilbaanmeaandwaib si t e &
will be able to offset the carbon emissions associated with your flights,
domesticenergy usage and transport. All you need to dogatiinformation

into a carbon calculator and you will then be shown just how much your offset

will cost.

And if you are pushed for time there is even the opportunity to choose to offset
a fixed amount of carbon dioxide emissions based upon the carbssiamsiof
an average person or family.



http://www.carbonbalanced.org/

Offsetting for Businesses

Businesses are being put under increasing prebguteir customers and
shareholderto address thempactof their activities and operations upon the
environment after al they do account for around %of the United

Ki ngdomés annual carbon dioxi de emi

To demonstrate their environmental / ethical commitment to the wider world
more and more businessesaneosing o become décar bon

The Wor |l d CabordBaldnced progtasime is an excellent
opportunity for businesses to make sure that their business activities can
become carbon balanced.

Becoming Carbon Balanced

If you would like your business to be a carbon balanced business then follow

these thre steps:

from the World Land Trustoés
(www.carbonbalanced.org)his will help you to determine the carbon
footprint associated with your ©bu
Ibex Earth in the comments section of the submission!form

created a 6Green Guide for Busine
both their carbon emissions and the impact that your business has on the
environment.

1. Calculate your business emissions by submitting a free carbon emissions

(

2. The next step is to see whether you can first avoid any carbon emissions a
then implement measures to reduce the emissions at source. Ibex Earth he

. Offset the emigsns which cannot be avoided through the Carbon Balanced

restoration ecology projects offered by the World Land Trust.
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About Ibex Earth

Ibex Earth is a na for profit organisation that
was established in 2008 to provide support, ad\
and assistance to environmental charitiesahdr

nat for profit organisations. ibexea@

We work directly with our Environmental &
Conservation Partners tadevelop unique anc
innovative projects that encourage busines:
local authorities and individuals to adopt a proactive
and meaningful approach on environmental issues.

Examples of our work include The Lost World Projegiease see
www.thelostworldproject.org or f urt her i nformati on)
Choiced campaign.

The o6O0Our Wor l d: Our Choi ced C

In the Summer of 2010bex Earthwill launch t he &6 Qu rChwWwad rcled:
campaign, which looks to purchase 100,000 acres of rainforest on behalf of the
World Land Trust by 31December 2015 this is an area over one hundred and

twenty times the size dlew Yor kds Centr al Par k anc
over £5million to reach this ambitious target.

If you are a business, institution or an individual that is interested in sugporti
t he O6O0Our Wor laspaign®uwoulddikesome tudherenformation
please contact Ronald Ndoro or Chris Livemore:

Telephone: @07 609 6775

Mobile: 0795 871 3293 | 0785 417 5877

Email: ronald.ndoro@ibexearth.conj chris.livemore@ibexearth.conh

Website:

www.ibexearth.com

Address: 8 Floor, Antonia House, 262 Holloway Rd, London N7 6NE
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